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Edition after edition, Kathleen Stassen Bergerâ€™s bestselling textbooks connect all kinds of

students to current state of developmental psychology, in an engaging, accessible, culturally

inclusive way. Bergerâ€™s Invitation to the Life Span does this in just 15 concise chapters, in a

presentation that meets the challenges of exploring the breadth of the life span in a single term. The

new edition of Invitation to the Life Span incorporates a wide range of new research, especially in

fast-moving areas such as brain development and psychopathology, while taking advantage of

innovative new tools for media-centered teaching and learning. But throughout, as always, the

signature voice of Kathleen Berger ties it all together, with relatable explanations of scientific

content, wide ranging cultural examples, and skill-building tools for sharper observation and critical

thinking.
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For students: I am an instructor and I have been using the book for over 5 years at both the

community college and university level. Students really seem to like the book. The 14-15 chapter

format is very helpful for 8 or 16 week classes; students don't seem overwhelmed by reading "too

many chapters" or chapters that are too long. I have consistently been told that students enjoy

reading the book also, which has been confirmed with end-of-semester evaluations.For buyers: For

those of you who need launchpad (the online tool which comes with fully electronic book), just the

e-book, or a combination format (launchpad/ebook with looseleaf), I would recommend going

directly to the publisher's website. Although I have never personally experienced problems with



outdated resources or expired access codes on , students have said this is a concern for them. As

of March 2015, the pricing for launchpad (the online program with the online ebook) was about $65.

The price for launchpad (with ebook) AND a loose leaf copy of the book was

$99.http://www.macmillanhighered.com/Catalog/Product.aspx?isbn=1464177503For professors: I

am pleased with the writing, organization, and instructor materials. For example, the test bank is

easy to use and export into a variety of online systems (D2L, ANGEL, Moodle, and Blackboard).

The test bank has no major errors that I have detected so far. The slides that come with the book

could be enhanced, but I find that with every book.I also find the publisher and tech team to be very

helpful. I have received many personal calls/emails from them when adopting their books and

consistently return to them due to good communication.Be aware there are two versions of this book

with the same cover.
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